
The Knudsen Law Firm Lends a Hand to Local Students 
Upward Bound 
 
What is the Upward Bound Project? 
 

The Upward Bound Project provides fundamental support services to low-income, first 
generation high school students in their preparation for college entrance. The project provides 
opportunities for participants to succeed in pre-college performance and ultimately, higher 
education pursuits. The goal of Upward Bound is to increase the rates at which participants 
enroll and graduate from institutions of post-secondary education. 
 
Mock Trial Competition. 
 

Members of The Knudsen Law Firm assisted in teaching and guidance for a Mock Trial 
Competition educational program that provided students in the Upward Bound program an 
opportunity to learn about the U.S. legal system from legal professionals. As part of this 
interactive learning experience, local Knudsen Law Firm attorneys volunteered to advise student 
teams on the case background and legal nuances of trial as they prepared for competition. Firm 
partner LeRoy W. Sievers acted as judge for the competition and firm member Michael W. 
Khalili acted as bailiff. The students took on roles of attorneys, witnesses, and audience 
members, while local volunteers acted as the jury creating a lively and realistic courtroom drama. 
This courtroom performance was highlighted by an unbiased random jury verdict that left the 
students surprised and rewarded, furthering the realistic courtroom experience. This hands-on 
approach was a fun and effective way for the students to learn about the judicial process and the 
fundamental importance of the jury system. 
 
http://www.unl.edu/trioprog/cub/index.shtml 
 
See Pictures Below… 
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